
Model aircraft operations at Clevedon: 

Ardmore UNICOM has received a number of reports recently about 

model aircraft operating in the vicinity of Clevedon. Traffic density in 

this area is high with aircraft arriving and departing Ardmore Airport 

and aircraft transiting north-south across the valley.  

A Model aircraft club frequently operates from the Clevedon AMP 

showgrounds located on the southern edge of Clevedon Township. 

We have spoken to club members and reminded them of the CAA 

rules which require model aircraft to remain below 400ft agl unless 

a NOTAM has been issued or within a danger area provided for 

model aircraft. The Model aircraft club have spoken to Helicopter 

training organizations at Ardmore to raise awareness of their 

activities. Pilots are reminded that when tracking overhead 

Clevedon Township CAA Rule 91 minimum altitude 1000ft agl 

applies (Ref CAR 91.311). 

 

From the Tower, with Allan Bostock Radio Etiquette: 

Pilots operating at Ardmore demonstrate a high level of discipline 

and courtesy. However there are times when the content of radio 

transmissions could be improved for the benefit of all.  

Pilots should adhere to standard RTF procedures. Please speak 

clearly and not too quickly as requests to repeat only adds to radio 

congestion. Prior to transmitting, listen to the nature of the previous 

radio call so as not to break into the middle of a two way 

transmission.  

When entering the circuit a common phrase heard is òtraffic in 

sight,ó this is vague; it is preferable to specify the traffic you are 

referring to, e.g., òtraffic early downwind in sightó, or òtraffic turning 

base in sightó etc. 

 When holding to cross a runway when there is an aircraft on final to 

land precede the phrase crossing runway with òbehind the aircraft 

short final XYZ crossing..ó rather than saying XYZ crossing runway 

behind the aircraft short final. Not stating the word behind first can 

cause unnecessary alarm.  

              Key Diary Dates at Ardmore 

Airport 

Next AFOG Meeting   

Thursday, 13 May 2010            

at 1030 

Next AANCC meeting 

Wednesday, 5 May 2010           

at 1900 
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For any further information and how you can advertise in the Ardmore Flyer, please contact our offices, Monday to Friday 

and between 9:00am and 4:30pm 

T: +64 9 298 9544  
F: +64 9 298 6213  
E: reception@ardmoreairport.co.nz 
www.ardmoreairport.co.nz 

Ardmore Airport Limited 

PO Box 72253 

Papakura 

Auckland 2244 

 

Paul Wallbutton 
Airport Supervisor 

Roslin Quigley 
Finance &  

Administration 
Manager 

Trevor Willcock 
Chief Executive 

Niqui T 
PA, Reception &  

Accounts Payable 

Allan Bostock 
General Manager  

Unicom Services Ltd 

WE WANT TO HEAR 

FROM YOU 

POST YOUR NEXT 

EVENT AND ALL 

OTHER INFORMATION  

RIGHT HERE!!  

Obituary 

Simon Lee of the Ardmore 

Cafe, passed away in  January 

of 2010.  Ardmore Airport and 

tenants wish to thank Simon 

and his family for their service, 

especially Josephina who has 

carried on with the family  

business in her fatherõs stead 

during this trying time. 

The lowdown on the newly established Helicopter Flight Training School will feature in the next edition of the Ardmore Flyer. 

 

Air Safari 2010 

Held right here at Ardmore! 

More on this fantastic event in 

the next edition of the  

Ardmore Flyer 

For Trevor Willcock, becoming Chief Executive of Ardmore Airport Ltd 

was just the opportunity heõd been looking for.  

Trevor was Domestic Airport Manager at Auckland International Airport 

when, while looking for a job for a South African friend, he noticed an 

advertisement for the post created by the pending retirement of AALõs 

Richard Gates. 

òI was not officially looking for a job when I saw the advert,ó he said. òI 

saw this and thought it was the perfect opportunity for me to get to the 

grassroots of aviation.ó  

òItõs a chance to broaden my interest in general aviation and meet 

people who are passionate about the industry.ó 

A South African, Trevor first came to New Zealand on a second 

honeymoon with his wife Janine in February 2006. òI just loved it,ó he 

said. òI went straight back [to South Africa] and resigned as operations 

director of a facilities management company. I was back here in early 

April 2006.ó 

òI came on my own while my family packed up and followed me six 

weeks later. Without question it is the best move I have made. I wish Iõd 

Farewell, Adieu and best wishes from Richard Gates 

Welcome, Trevor Willcock 
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done it 20 years ago. I didnõt have a job but within three weeks I had seven 

written job offers and I didnõt know which one to take!ó 

Trevor spent two and half years as General Manager of a Mt Eden based 

property management company before moving to Auckland Airport. 

Heõs interested in sport. He plays competitive tennis out of the 

Kohimarama club and, having been a semi-professional rugby referee to 

regional level in South Africa, he referees under 10 and under 12 year olds 

in Auckland. Heõs also enjoys a game of golf. 

While serving in the South African Army, he was involved in reconnaissance 

missions on helicopters and developed a keen interest in them.  

And does he have any plans in his new role as AALõs chief executive? He 

said: òThe status quo remains. I 

donõt have any major sweeping 

changes in mind at the moment.ó 

òIõm delighted with the potential of 

this whole facility and being 

involved in what is the busiest 

airport in New Zealand, with 

excellent systems and a great 

safety record.ó 

Richard Gates regards recognition of Ardmore Airport as an important 

economic asset to the region was a high point during his six years as AALõs 

chief executive.   

Richard, who retired from the role on March 1, speaks with pride as he 

recalls picking up on the good progress achieved by his predecessor, the 

late Kerry Campbell, by taking that forward and overseeing the accord AAL 

reached with Ardmore residents and the Papakura District Council.  

Richard concedes there were conflicts between the airport and local 

residents when he first arrived at Ardmore in 2004 but they were 

overcome by the development of mutual trust.   

He said: òWith a lot of help, advice and some sensible compromises by all 

parties, we achieved an understanding. That included the Ardmore 

Tenants and Users Association making some concessions too.ó   

Richard acknowledged the assistance of many people in driving through 

Plan Change 10 without having to face appeals. AAL was able to make 

alternative use of expansion land in preparation for the growth of aviation-

related business.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asked why he decided to retire from his chief executive post, he said: 

òIõve had 51 years in aviation. I joined the RNZAF at Wigram as a civil 

aviation cadet attached to the RNZAF in 1959.   Since then Iõve had 

an interesting career in the airline industry, in New Zealand and 

overseas.ó 

The role of CEO of Ardmore Airport Ltd gave me an insight to another 

aspect of the industry. òI have been fortunate in having an owner and 

board who have been extremely supportive and it gives me some 

satisfaction that progress has been made to securing a long term 

future of the airport as an important regional enterprise and one that 

provides employment opportunities as New Zealandõs leading and 

busiest general aviation airfield.ó  

Ardmore Airport hasnõt seen the last of Richard. He said: òIõm staying 

on as a consultant for special projects for the airport which includes 

seeing the final settlement of the Plan Change 6 and monitoring civil 

aviation rules activity.   With a growing number of grandchildren, a 

beach property at Whitianga, and being a justice of the peace 

interested in the judicial side of that role; he also intends maintaining 

his interest in national and local politics.  

With a smile, he added: òI will not have 

much spare time.ó 

 

 

 

Trevor Willcock (left) with Richard Gates 

Gavin Trethewey 
Minister of Defense Hon Dr Wayne Mapp,  

Richard Gates, Dave Muller ( Chairman) along with 
MP for Papakura and Police Minister Judith Collins 

Richard Gates (left) and Dave Muller (right) 


