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INTRODUCTION  
 
 
This Operations Manual is produced under the auspices of the Ardmore Airport Authority 

and is intended as a guide to pilots and operators who use Ardmore Airport.  It brings 
together information and practices that have evolved over the years or appeared in a 
variety of publications, and is the result of extensive consultation with local operators. 
 
The high traffic density at Ardmore makes it a unique aerodrome and calls for the utmost 
co-operation between pilots and Unicom operators to enable a safe, orderly and 
expeditious flow of traffic. 
 
This document is made freely available to any person requiring access to the information 
contained herein, on the Ardmore Airport Ltd website: 
 
 

    http://www.ardair.co.nz  
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Time references throughout this document are in local time not UTC. 
 
 

Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of all 
information in this document, the changing nature of aviation requirements could result 
in sections of this publication becoming outdated.  In the event of conflict, CAANZ rules 
and the AIPNZ take precedence. 
 
 
 
For further information, or to advise in writing, of any alterations, revisions or inclusions 
you consider appropriate, please contact: 
 
Ardmore Airport Ltd 
Private Bag 14, Papakura 

AUCKLAND 
 
 
Authorising officer 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard Gates 
Chief Executive 
Ardmore Airport Limited 
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1.0 GENERAL 
 
 

1.1 ARDMORE AIRPORT LTD 
 

• Ardmore Airport Ltd (AAL) is the entity which operates Ardmore Airport and is 
an “Airport Authority” in terms of Section 2 of the Airport Authorities Act 1966. 

 

• AAL is a network utility operator within the definition of that term in Section 
166 of the Resource Management Act 1991 and has gazetted approval as a 
Requiring Authority under this Act. 

 

• An Order in Council dated 8 May 1995 consented to the exercise by AAL of 
the powers confirmed on Local Authorities by Section 3 of the Airport 
Authorities Act 1966. 

 

• The above enable Ardmore Airport Ltd to: 
 

 Establish and carry on, maintain or manage the Ardmore Airport Activities. 
 
 Improve, add to, alter or reconstruct the Airport or any part thereof. 
 
 Operate and manage the Airport as a commercial undertaking. 
 

Enter into and carry out any agreement or arrangement, necessary for the 
exercise of any power or function as conferred by the Act. 

 
 Make By-laws effective within the Airport boundaries. 
 
 To change and or set such fees, charges and dues, after consultation with 

the defined users of the Airport, for the use and operation of the Airport, its 
services or associated facilities. 

 

• Use of Operational Areas 
 
 Ardmore Airport, being privately owned and operated controls aircraft, flight 

activity, landings and take offs, all of which are at the discretion of Ardmore 
Airport Limited and prior permission to conduct such activity is necessary. 

 

 Permission is generally available but can be withdrawn at any time. 
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1.2 FLY FRIENDLY PROGRAMME 
 

“QUIET FLYING IS GOOD BUSINESS” 

 
1.2.1 Aim: 
 

The aim of the Fly Friendly programme is to promote a harmonious relationship 
between aviation activities and the environmental interests of the airport's 
neighbours. 

 

1.2.2 Purpose: 
 

The purpose of this programme is to limit the impact of flying activities on the 
community and neighbours living in the vicinity of Ardmore Airport and the 
Ardmore General Aviation Area. 
 
It has been formulated with the assistance of Ardmore flying organisations, the 
Civil Aviation Authority, Papakura District Council, and representatives of the 
local community. 
 
The full programme is outlined in a separate brochure and incorporated herein 
for the general information of all concerned. 

 

1.3 CODE OF CONDUCT 
 

1.3.1 Overall Concept: 
 
Ardmore Airport is the busiest aerodrome in the country (in air traffic movement 
volume).  Many people flying at Ardmore do not hold full pilot licences as they are 
under training.  In such an environment it is inevitable there may be delays, 
frustration or financial penalties.  The contribution of all will assist in achieving 
maximum safety and efficiency but requires all parties to exhibit tolerance, a co-
operative attitude and the highest standards of airmanship. 

 

 
To this end we ask those using Ardmore to adhere to the following ethics: 

 

• Show patience and tolerance towards other operators and pilots 
 

• Clearly explain intentions and clarify if requested 
 

• Be considerate to all other users and local residents by exhibiting a 
professional attitude and a high level of airmanship 

 

• Do not direct insults or unkind words to other operators and pilots 
 

• Listen out before transmitting 
 

• Be considerate of local residents and practice ‘Fly Friendly’. 
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1.4 SPECIFIC OPERATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 

1.4.1 Fixed Wing Aircraft - Pilots are to observe the following: 
 

• Circuit training is subject to night curfew restrictions.  Please refer to AIPNZ 
– NZAR AD2 for details. 

  

• Houses and Farm buildings should not be used as reference points for 
training or other manoeuvres. 

 

• On simulated forced landings, glide approaches and simulated engine failure 
after take off manoeuvres; keep the flight path away from buildings. 

 

• Power settings and flight profiles should be planned for minimum noise 
levels consistent with safety and the noise abatement procedures 
promulgated in the Civil Aviation Rules Part 93G (Ardmore Aerodrome) and 
AIPNZ are to be used. 

 

• Aircraft with noisy characteristics are to use full runway length for take off 
and reduce to climb power as soon as safety permits. 

 

• Engine run-up and propeller checks at night are to be conducted away from 
airfield boundaries where possible. 

 

• Night cross-country flight routes, particularly over Auckland City, should be 
varied. 

 

• All mobile engine test bed operations shall be conducted in the Sound Shell 
adjacent to the Unicom Tower between 0730 and 2000 hours weekdays, or 
0800 and 1700 hours weekends and public holidays, unless specific 
dispensation has been given by Ardmore Airport Ltd. 

 
 

1.4.2 Helicopters - Pilots are to observe the following: 
 

• Circuit training is subject to night curfew restrictions.  Please refer to AIPNZ 
– NZAR AD2 for details. 

 

• Houses and Farm buildings should not be used as reference points for 
training or other manoeuvres. 

 

• Helicopters arriving or departing the airfield are to remain within the Northern 
and/or Southern lanes designated for that purpose, avoiding residences and 
buildings.  Helicopters arriving and departing via the Northern Sector must 
conform to TLOF Circuit procedures when in use. 

 

• Power settings and flight profiles should be in accordance with the 
manufacturer's specifications for minimum noise levels consistent with 
safety. 
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• All helicopters should use take off techniques consistent with safety to 
achieve 300 feet AMSL prior to crossing the airport boundary. 

 

• Hover training is only permitted in those areas designated for that purpose. 
 

• Sling load training is to be contained within the confines of the Airport 
boundary. 

 
 

1.5 COMPLAINTS 
 

Perceived transgressions of the 'Fly Friendly' policy may be reported to the 
Ardmore Airport Authority and due investigation will ensue to encourage pilots to 
comply.  Refer Noise Management Plan  Part 3.10. 
 
Infringements of CAA Rules will be referred to the Civil Aviation Authority for 
appropriate action.  Refer Noise Management Plan Part 4.1-4.4.  

 

1.6 PUBLIC RELATIONS 
 

In the event of an accident or incident at Ardmore Airport all media requests for 
information or comment should be referred to the affected organisation, the 
Airport Authority or the CAA, without further comment. 
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2.0 OPERATIONS 

2.1  ARDMORE MANDATORY BROADCAST ZONE - NZB272 
 
2.1.1 The Ardmore Mandatory Broadcast Zone (MBZ NZB272) is described as: 

 
All that airspace bounded by a line following the HT lines from 
S 37 00 04.6, E 175 01 42.0 (intersection of West Road and HT lines) to 
S 37 03 30.0, E 175 04 01.2 (intersection of HT lines and Sky High Road); 
a line joining 
S 37 03 30.0, E 175 04 01.2; 
S 37 03 33.5, E 175 00 35.7 (spot height 900 ft); 
S 37 04 37.5, E 174 55 41.7 (Karaka); 
S 37 02 36.7, E 174 55 44.4 (Training track); 
S 37 01 00.9, E 174 56 26.6 (Alfriston); 
a line following Alfriston and Brookby Roads from 
S 37 01 00.9, E 174 56 26.6 to 
S 36 59 50.2, E 174 58 40.2 (intersection of Brookby and Fitzpatrick Roads); 
a line joining 
S 36 59 50.2, E 174 58 40.2; 
S 37 00 04.6, E 175 01 42.0. 

 
 

 Upper limit: 2,500 ft AMSL. 

 Lower limit: Surface. 

 Active :  Permanently active 

 Frequency: 118.1 MHz (maximum reporting intervals of 5 minutes)  
“Ardmore traffic”. 

 Effective:  from 0411241100. 
 
Note: Aircraft equipped with anti-collision and/or landing lights are required to 

switch on either or both within the MBZ.  To aid visibility, it is requested to switch 
on landing lights by day (night optional). 

  

2.2 NOISE ABATEMENT PROCEDURES 
 
2.2.1 All aircraft departing from any runway at Ardmore (including overshoot or touch & 

go manoeuvres) are required to track runway heading until at or above 600 feet 
AMSL prior to commencing a turn in any direction; and, reduce power to the 
minimum required for  climb out as soon as safely practical. 

 

2.2.2 All aircraft arriving at Ardmore with the intention of using any runway are required 
to establish on the final approach track at or above 600 feet AMSL regardless of 
the type of approach being conducted. 

 
2.2.3 Aircraft are not permitted to orbit within the aerodrome circuit except in an 

emergency.  If there is insufficient spacing to continue the approach or land 

safely aircraft are expected to execute a full 'Go Round'.   Aircraft experiencing 
emergency situations are to be given priority for the runway. 
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2.2.4 Full runway length is to be used for take off whenever practicable.  All aircraft are 
to reduce to climb power as soon as soon as possible, consistent with safe 

operation.  Pilots of all aircraft are to use their best endeavours to achieve a 
minimum height of 600ft AMSL at the airfield boundary. 

 

2.2.5 The above requirements apply to all aircraft using the runways, whether they are 
conducting normal circuits, glide approaches, asymmetric training or simulated 
engine failure after take off. 

 

2.3 EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS 
 
2.3.1 All aircraft must have a serviceable VHF radio capable of transmitting on 

118.1Mhz, and where equipped, shall activate their landing lights in addition to 
anti-collision lights. 

 
2.3.2 In case of radio failure refer 6.1.7 and 6.2 1. 
 
2.3.3 Refer 6.2.2 for specific procedure for NORDO departure 
 
2.3.4 Pilots should set their transponder to mode C (ALT) and set squawk code in 

accordance with AIPNZ Table ENR 1.6-1 when operating in the Ardmore MBZ, 
G275 and G276 GAA airspace, and class G airspace. 

2.3.5 Drivers operating motor vehicles within aircraft operational areas must monitor 
VHF radio frequency 118.1MHz at all times.  Mandatory radio calls are required 
when driving across active runways or TLOF areas.  Vehicles must give way to 
all aircraft. 

2.3.6 Motor vehicles must have their orange flashing beacon and/or hazard lights 
switched on within aircraft operational areas 

 

2.4 TAXIING 
 
2.4.1 Aircraft with low propeller clearance are advised to exercise extreme caution 

when transiting between grass and sealed areas. 
 
2.4.2 When taxiing on the South East Apron keep to the right at all times and be aware 

of the possibility of oncoming taxiing aircraft.   
 
2.4.3 Engine run ups should be conducted on the downwind side of a taxiway or on 

grass run up areas clear of the holding point so that prop blast does not affect 
other aircraft and the aircraft is not blocking access to or from the runway.  With 
the exception of Ardmore Flying School aircraft, run-ups are not to be conducted 
at the RWY 03 holding point.  The preferred run-up area for RWY 21 departures 
is the eastern end of taxiway Juliet (to minimise noise and ensure health and 
safety in hangars, NO run ups or engine testing shall be carried out within 75 
meters of any hanger). 

 
2.4.4 Taxiing aircraft are to give way to aircraft vacating the runway. 
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2.4.5 The western end of taxiway Juliet, west of taxiway Hotel, is permanently closed; 
aircraft, including helicopters are not permitted within this area.  Access to 
taxiway Juliet from Taxiway Golf is not available, use taxiway Hotel. 

2.4.6 Taxiway hotel is closed to all heavy vehicles. 

 

2.5 JET OPERATIONS 
 
2.5.1 Taxiing jet aircraft are reminded that holding on sealed taxiways may melt the 

tarmac and holding on, or adjacent to grass areas in summer, may cause fires. 
 
2.5.2 Jet aircraft should call “ready and holding” when at the holding point to prompt 

circuit traffic to make spacing and facilitate take-off without undue delay. 

2.6 CIRCUIT AND RUNWAY  OPERATIONS 
 
2.6.1 Each pilot in command shall ascertain the runway in use prior to entering any 

runway (as promulgated on the AWIB during UNICOM hours of watch). 
 
2.6.2 Only the runway direction and circuit currently in use by other aerodrome traffic 

shall be used for take-off, landing or joining the circuit. 
 
2.6.3 Fixed wing and helicopter TLOF circuits should conform to the same runway 

direction: i.e. if runway 21 is in use, both helicopters and fixed wing should use 
the runway 21 circuit direction (fixed wing left-hand, helicopters right-hand).  

 
2.6.4 If there is no aerodrome traffic, i.e. no circuit or joining traffic, the pilot in 

command is responsible for selecting the most suitable runway.  Even in 'no 

traffic' situations, 'dumb-bell' manoeuvres are not permitted. 
 
2.6.5 Fixed wing circuit minimum altitude is 1100ft AMSL by day.  Low level circuits and 

low level crosswind turns are not permitted due to helicopter south-east and 
south-west sectors located below the fixed wing circuit; and for noise abatement 
reasons.  Note: There is no provision in CAA rule 93G for low level circuits due 
weather. 

 
2.6.6 Aircraft operating in the grass runway circuit must give way to aircraft operating 

on the sealed runway. 
 
2.6.7 Use of grass runway 07/25; this vector is mainly used to facilitate arrivals and 

departures when strong crosswind conditions exist on the main 03/21 runway: 
 

• Grass runway 07/25 is located in the Helicopter TLOF area, fixed wing aircraft 
must give way to helicopters; helicopters have priority. 

• Fixed wing aircraft wishing to use grass runway 07/25 are to liaise with 
Ardmore UNICOM (during hours of operation) 

• Only one circuit direction may be used at one time; aircraft in the 03/21 circuit 
are encouraged to accommodate pilots who wish to arrive/depart on 07/25 
grass in strong crosswind conditions; pilots should either re-circuit and 
conform to 07/25 circuit or remain clear of the circuit. 
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• Ongoing circuit training (touch and goes) runway 07/25 grass is not available 
if other pilots wish to conduct crosswind circuit training runway 03/21.  Pilots 
are encouraged to co-operate and negotiate the runway in use. 

• Operations on runway 07/25 grass should be temporarily suspended to 
facilitate twin engine, or high performance aircraft operation on runway 03/21; 
either conform to the 03/21 circuit or remain clear of the circuit. 

• Helicopter TLOF pads 1, 2, and 3, are not available when fixed wing aircraft 
are using grass runway 07/25.  Helicopter traffic should conform to the 07/25 
circuit in use or remain clear of circuit. 

• Aircraft downwind runway 07 grass to land: avoid extending downwind due 
proximity of Auckland Control Zone boundary, located approx. 1.4 nm west 
runway 07 grass threshold. 

• Aircraft airborne runway 25 grass should turn left crosswind at 600 ft AMSL to 
remain clear of Auckland Control Zone boundary, located approx. 1.4 nm 
west runway 07 grass threshold. 

 
2.6.8 Taxiway Juliet (former sealed runway 07/25) is restricted to aircraft ground 

operations (taxiing/towing) only.  

2.7 GO AROUND PROCEDURES 
 
2.7.1 Ardmore has complex traffic patterns involving parallel runways, helicopter 

training and differing circuit directions.  A standardised go around procedure has 
been implemented to ensure common understanding and minimise potential 
conflict with other circuit traffic 

 
2.7.2 Where practicable the go around decision should be made prior to 300ft AMSL 
 
2.7.3 Go Around Procedure Sealed Runways 03/21 
 

• On go around from a balked landing, track runway heading to 600ft AMSL 
before turning crosswind.  

 

• On go around due to conflicting traffic ahead or on the runway, drift slightly to 
the south of, and then parallel to the runway in order to observe traffic 
departing from the seal. 

 

• Do not drift to the north – this may conflict with parallel grass runway traffic 
or the helicopter TLOF circuit 

 

• Maintain awareness of the position of all potentially conflicting traffic 
 

• Lookout for helicopters operating on the southern side of the runway, south 
east apron area, and helicopter SE/SW arrival/departure sectors 

 

• Remember to continue to comply with the noise abatement requirements 
 

 
2.7.4 Go Around Procedure Grass Runways 03/21 
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• On go around, climb straight ahead maintaining runway heading.  Turn 
crosswind when at or above 600 ft AMSL and when certain there is no conflict 
with traffic from the sealed runway.  

 

•  Do not drift to the north - this may conflict with the helicopter TLOF circuit 
 

• On go around from a balked landing, track runway heading to 600ft AMSL 
before turning crosswind 

 

• Maintain awareness of the position of all potentially conflicting traffic 
 

• Remember to continue to comply with the noise abatement requirements 
 

• Give way to aircraft airborne off the seal 
 

2.7.5 Go Around Procedure Grass Runways 07/25 
 

• On go around, climb straight ahead maintaining runway heading.Turn 
crosswind when at or above 600 ft AMSL 

 

• Maintain awareness of the position of all potentially conflicting traffic 
 

• Remember to continue to comply with the noise abatement requirements 
 

• Give way to helicopters operating in the TLOF 
 

NOTE 
If necessary climb runway heading to 1600 ft AMSL 

and execute a standard circuit rejoin. 
 

2.8 CIRCUIT PRIORITISATION 
 
2.8.1 Where practicable pilots should endeavour to make spacing for, or give way to 

the following traffic: 

• Air Ambulance flights 

• IFR/GPS traffic on approach, particularly in low visibility  

• Jet aircraft 

• Air Transport aircraft, particularly high speed 

• High Speed aircraft (defined as aircraft with a stall speed exceeding 70 kts 
with a typical approach speed above 100kts), such as Piper Navajo. 

• High performance Warbirds aircraft such as P51 Mustang, P40 Kittyhawk, 
etc. 

 
Important Note for VFR pilots: Runway 21 IFR GPS approach is 25

0
 offset (east) 

of runway 21 extended centreline and tracks 231
0
 from Orere Point 14nm from 

runway 21 threshold to the missed approach point 0.8nm from the threshold.  
The GPS approach track therefore crosses midway through the normal base leg 
flown by VFR aircraft.  VFR aircraft must lookout and give way.  Report your 
position and intentions if you do not have the inbound IFR aircraft in sight - if 
necessary go around. 
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Runway 03 IFR GPS approach tracks 026
0
 from Kings (Kingseat) 9nm from 

runway 03 threshold and tracks straight-in long final via Karaka.  
IFR aircraft may at times conduct a circling approach when the runway direction 
in use at Auckland International Airport is opposite to that in use at Ardmore, e.g. 
Runway 23 in use at Auckland with runway 03 in use at Ardmore, an IFR aircraft 
would normally conduct a Runway 21 GPS approach; once visual with Ardmore 
continue downwind runway 03 to land. IFR pilots should make a position report 
turning final at Orere Point or Kings on 118.1MHz advising their intent to conduct 
a circling approach. 

 
2.8.2 Pilots are reminded of the requirement not to exceed 120 knots or minimum safe 

manoeuvring speed if greater than 120 knots. 
 
2.8.3  Pilots must follow the aircraft ahead in sequence; slow down if following a slower 

aircraft.  Overtaking another aircraft is not recommended.  However, high speed 
aircraft may overtake slow traffic on the outside, unless the pilot of the slower 
aircraft approves being overtaken on the inside.  Aircraft overtaking slower traffic 
should broadcast their intentions to overtake accordingly. 

 
2.8.4 Aircraft joining/departing downwind should maintain 1100ft AMSL.  Caution: high 

speed jets may arrive/depart downwind at 1500ft AMSL or above to avoid slower 
circuit traffic. 

 
2.8.5 Give way to aircraft conducting a banner pickup or banner drop from the centre 

grass or area between the grass vector and sealed runway. 

2.9 WAKE TURBULENCE 
 
2.9.1 Pilots should be aware of wake turbulence from all aircraft but in particular the 

DC3, Catalina and Business Jets. 

2.10 RUNWAY CHANGES: 
 
2.10.1 Any pilot can initiate a runway change when required by wind changes or sun-

strike.  Pilots should liaise with Unicom prior to initiating any runway change, to 
ascertain local and circuit traffic. 

 
2.10.2 Airborne aircraft have priority in any runway selection decision. 
 
2.10.3 Unicom will advise preferred runway and assist with coordinating a runway 

change when appropriate. 
 
2.10.4 Student pilots below PPL standard should not attempt an airborne runway 

change but land and taxi to the holding point of the new runway. 
 

2.11 NIGHT FLYING TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 
 
 
2.11.1 Circuit training is subject to night curfew restrictions.  Please refer to AIPNZ – 

NZAR AD2 for details. 
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2.11.2 Organisations tasking multiple night cross-country flights, particularly over 
Auckland city, are asked to vary routings for noise abatement. 

 
2.11.3 Night Circuit altitude is 1300ft AMSL. Turns are only to be made above 800ft 

AMSL and overhead join height is 1800ft AMSL. 
 
2.11.4 WARNING: RWY 21 APAPI use is prohibited unless established on runway 

centreline due to obstacle clearance infringement. 
 
2.11.5 The Ardmore (NZG275) and Hunua (NZG276) General Aviation Areas are not 

operative during the hours of darkness. 
 
2.11.6 Helicopter night circuit training must comply with paragraph 2.11.1 above and is 

required to conform to fixed wing circuit procedures or to operate within a suitably 
lit TLOF. The lights will be Omni directional white in the shape of a ‘T’ pointing 
into wind. 

 

2.12 FORMATION REJOIN PROCEDURES 
 
2.12.1 The formation is to enter the traffic pattern in conformity with the circuit direction 

on the non-traffic side of the runway at or above 1100ft AMSL.  Normal MBZ 
speed restrictions are to apply. 

 
2.12.2 The leader is responsible for maintaining visual separation between the formation 

and other circuit traffic and, when traffic permits, commencing the sequenced 
and timed left or right turn crosswind. Sequence to be not less than 3 second 
intervals 

 
2.12.3 Subsequent aircraft in the formation are then required to ensure that their own 

crosswind turn and join into the downwind does not conflict with other traffic in 
the circuit. 

 
2.12.4 If there are more than six prior aircraft in the circuit at the time of the rejoin, the 

formation leader should consider breaking the formation into separate aircraft 
outside the zone and have them all join overhead as individuals. 

 

2.13 ASYMETRIC TRAINING 
 
2.13.1 All Asymmetric training is to be conducted using standard circuit height (1100ft 

AMSL) and profiles. 

2.14 PROHIBITED AIRCRAFT AND ACTIVITIES 
 
2.14.1 No person shall operate the following aircraft in the Ardmore MBZ: 
 

• Gliders 
 

• Hot air balloons 
 

• Model aircraft 
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• Gyroplanes 
 
 
2.14.2 No person shall perform the following activities in the Ardmore MBZ: 
 

• Aerobatics  (without the permission of the airport company) 
 

• Parachuting 
 

• Sling Load Training outside the boundaries of the airport, unless the prior 
permission of the land owner over whose property the exercise is to be 
conducted has been obtained. 

 

• Banner towing - except for banner towing operations which have been 
authorised by the Airport Authority for the purpose of arriving at, or departing 
from Ardmore Aerodrome and adjacent airspace. 

 

• Single engine simulated engine failure after take off during the hours of 
darkness (ECT to MCT) 

 

• Simulated engine failure after take off below 400ft AMSL unless the aircraft 
remains above the runway throughout the exercise.  

 

• Ex-military warbird jet aircraft operations between the hours of 2000 and 0700 
NZLT. 

 

2.15 PARACHUTE LANDING AREA NZP232 
 
 
2.15.1 Parachute Landing Area NZP232 is described as all that airspace bounded by a 

circle of 3 NM radius centred on S 37 15 27.0, E 175 06 54.0 (Mercer Airstrip). 
This area is contained within the Mercer MBZ and is permanently active, however 
parachuting will only take place when the parachuting drop signal is displayed at 
either threshold.  Parachuting activity consist mainly of tandem drops free falling 
from 10,000ft to 4,500ft,  then descent to land.  

 
2.15.2  An automated ATIS provides computer generated surface wind, QNH and 

whether the parachute landing area is active.  Check visually for drop signal on 
Mercer Airstrip and call Mercer Traffic on frequency 133.05. 

 
2.15.3  To activate the Mercer ATIS select 133.05 and give 4 clicks within 3 seconds. 

2.16 LOW FLYING ZONE LFZ NZL261 
 
 
2.16.1 The controlling agency for LFZ NZL261 (Wairoa River) is the Auckland Aero 

Club.  Use by other operators is with prior permission of AAC. Note: at time of 
printing, the current Ardmore airport operators have permission from AAC to use 
NZL261 providing the procedures listed in 2.16 are followed. 

 
2.16.2 Aircraft must contact Unicom on frequency 118.1 prior to entering to the LFZ and 

when exiting.  Aircraft shall remain on 118.1 at all times while within the LFZ  
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2.16.3 The coastal boundary is generally 100m seaward of the mean high water mark, 

except that east of the Wairoa river mouth the boundary is a straight line from 
Potu Point to Kahuru Point  i.e.; across the mouth of Kauri Bay. 
Note: Potu Point is on the east side of the river mouth, Kahuru Point is the most 
easterly point of the LFZ. 

 
2.16.4 No landings by helicopters are permitted. Note: the coastline includes a DOC bird 

sanctuary. 
 
2.16.5 A maximum of two aircraft are permitted in the LFZ at any one time – if and only 

if both aircraft are under dual instruction.  In all other circumstances only one 
aircraft is permitted in the LFZ.  When two aircraft are in the LFZ one will operate 
to the north of the estuary and the other to the south.  Refer paragraph 2.16.7 
below. 

 
2.16.6 Student pilots wishing to operate solo in the LFZ require a specific briefing and 

authorization by their Flight Instructor immediately prior to the flight.  Student 
pilots intending to operate in the LFZ should notify UNICOM that they are solo. 

 
2.16.7 Aircraft formations such as “Warbirds Formation” may conduct exercises in L261 

provided other aircraft remain clear of the area and the procedures listed in 
section 2.16 are followed. 

 
2.16.8 Pilots using the LFZ are to respect the rights of local residents and are not to 

cause any disturbance or annoyance to residents, stock or wildlife. 
 

2.17 MAINTENANCE FLIGHTS 
 
2.17.1 The term Maintenance Flight refers to a brief test flight following aircraft 
maintenance.  The Airport Authority will wave the normal facility fee providing the 
following conditions are met: 

� Ardmore UNICOM is notified by telephone prior to the flight of the nature of the 
flight, the name of the engineering organisation, the engineer’s name and 
preferably LAME number. 

� Outside UNICOM hours of operation, the pilot/engineer contacts the Airport 
Authority within 24 hours following the flight. 
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3.0 ARRIVALS 
 

3.1 VFR PREFERRED ARRIVAL ROUTES   
 
3.1.1 Refer preferred VFR arrival/departure routes published in the AIPNZ NZAR AD2. 
 

3.1.2 AUCKLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
When clear of Auckland CTR/C or when advised by Auckland Tower, make a 
joining call for Ardmore airspace on 118.1 MHz prior to entering the Ardmore 
MBZ.  If the Ardmore circuit is busy, join via the non-traffic side. 

 

3.2 IFR ARRIVALS 
 
3.2.1 The only IFR arrival procedures for Ardmore are the published GPS approaches 

for RWY 03 or RWY 21 promulgated in the AIP.   
 
3.2.2 All IFR flights – Flight Plan to Ardmore via Auckland 
 
3.2.3 Non-GPS equipped aircraft - either cancel IFR prior to arrival Auckland and 

proceed VFR to Ardmore, or conduct an instrument approach to Auckland and 
transit VFR or SVFR to Ardmore. 

 
3.2.4 GPS equipped aircraft - follow arrival procedures in AIPNZ - NZAR AD2 
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4.0 DEPARTURES 

4.1 VFR PREFERRED DEPARTURE ROUTES   
 
4.1.1 Refer preferred VFR arrival/departure routes published in the AIPNZ NZAR AD2. 
 

4.1.2 AUCKLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
 
 Aircraft wishing to land at or overfly Auckland International Airport are to track to 

Karaka VRP remaining clear of controlled airspace, squawking 1200 or their 
assigned code.  When clear of Ardmore MBZ contact Auckland Tower 118.7 MHz 
for clearance to enter the zone. 

 

4.2 IFR DEPARTURES 
 
4.2.1 Refer procedures in the AIPNZ NZAR-AD2 for Standard Route Clearances and 

SIDs. 
 
4.2.2 An IFR clearance request (with a clearance expiry time) may be made by 

telephone or to Auckland Control on 120.1 MHz or: 
 
4.2.3  On departure maintain VFR and remain clear of controlled airspace.  Contact 
 Auckland Control on 124.3 MHz clear of Ardmore airspace. 
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5.0 HELICOPTER  OPERATIONS 
 

5.1 ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE SECTORS 
 
5.1.1 Helicopters arriving or departing Ardmore Aerodrome are to enter or depart 

Ardmore airspace via either the ‘Northern Sector’ or either of the ‘Southern 
Sectors’, not above 800ft AMSL or below 600ft AMSL. (Refer AIPNZ – NZAR 
AD2) 

 

5.1.2 Maintain not below 600ft AMSL to the airport boundary; or, if within a 
designated descent segment (within 250 metres of the boundary), not below 

300ft AMSL to the boundary. In addition, fly not below 600ft AMSL over any 
buildings as a courtesy to occupants. 

 

5.1.3 Operation within the Arrival/Departure Lanes or a descent segment does not 
mean pilots can fly below the minimum heights for built up or populous areas. 

 
5.1.4 Lookout for fixed wing aircraft carrying out a go around off runway 03/21 seal, as 

they normally drift to the southern side of the runway in the climb out. 
 
5.1.5 The aiming point on the south east apron is not available for air transport 

operations or for solo flights by student pilots 
 
5.1.6 Simultaneous parallel Helicopter arrival/departure on south-eastern side of 

runway 03/21 when fixed wing aircraft are landing or taking off on sealed runway 
03/21 is not permitted.  Helicopters must give way to fixed wing aircraft, i.e. slot in 
behind.  Alternatively, hover taxi to/from a designated helicopter aiming point to 
depart/arrive directly via helicopter low level sectors.   

 
5.1.7 Helicopter arrival/departure parallel to the main 03/21 runway must conform to 

the circuit direction already in use. 
 
5.1.8 Right base join for runway 21 seal/grass or left base join for runway 03 

seal/grass is not permitted.  Use low level arrival/departure sectors or join via 
TLOF circuit.  Refer 5.1.9 below. 

 
5.1.9 For Helicopter Arrival/Departure sector chart see AIPNZ – NZAR AD2 (35.5) 
 
 

5.2 TRAINING OPERATIONS 
 

5.2.1 Training Areas 
 
 As far as possible, quick stop training is to be carried out in the Helicopter Area 

centred on grass runway 07 (south of sealed taxiway Juliet) remaining West of 

taxiway Kilo (to Christian Aviation), not above 100ft disc height AGL.  Caution 
possible aircraft movements on northern taxiways. 
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 Hover training may be carried out in the area designated for that purpose, not 
above 50ft disc height AGL. Call Traffic/Unicom entering and vacating only.  

Grass area from North of Taxiway Juliet to West of Taxiway Kilo is not 
available for hover training. 

 

5.2.2  Helicopter Circuit Areas 
 

5.2.2.1 TLOF  (Touchdown and Lift-off) Areas 
TLOF Pads 1, 2, 3 & 4 have been established to facilitate training and 
provide helicopter aiming and touchdown reference points.  Refer AIPNZ 
– NZAR AD2 

 
5.2.2.2 Pad 4 is restricted to hover training only.  Departures and arrivals are not 

permitted due close proximity to grass RWY 03/21 
 

5.2.2.3   Fixed Wing Circuit Direction Tower TLOF Circuit Direction 
 
   RWY 03 right hand   TLOF  left hand 
    
   RWY 21 left hand    TLOF  right hand 

  
5.2.2.4 Circuit Altitude:  To provide separation from fixed wing traffic, helicopter 

circuit heights are restricted to not above 800ft AMSL by day or 1000ft 
AMSL at night. 

 
5.2.2.5 Helicopter pilots on final approach in the TLOF circuit should use an 

approach descent profile to cross the airport boundary not below 300ft 
AMSL, consistent with safe operation. 

 
5.2.2.6 Helicopter pilots lifting from the TLOF should cross the airport boundary 

not below 300ft AMSL and use a climb profile to achieve 600ft AMSL as 
soon as possible, consistent with safe operation. 

 
5.2.2.7 Where an operator requirement exists to perform autorotation training 

from 1100ft AMSL, this must be carried out as part of a circuit joining 
procedure.  Contact Unicom prior to commencement to advise intentions. 

 
5.2.2.8 Fixed Wing Circuit Use:  Helicopters utilising the fixed wind circuit must 

conform to all fixed wing circuit procedures.  Autorotation on to the 
runway is not permitted when other traffic is in the circuit unless: 

 

• There are no more than 3 other aircraft in the circuit, and 

• All other circuit traffic approves 
 
5.2.2.9 Within the TLOF circuit, Hover Areas and Helicopter Low Level Area, 

helicopters are to provide their own separation from other helicopters.  
 
5.2.2.10 Helicopter run-on landings runway 03/21 grass are not permitted at any 

time 
 
5.2.2.11 TLOF pads 1, 2, & 3 are not available when fixed wing aircraft are using 

runway 07/25 grass.  Refer Para. 2.6.7, Runway 07/25 operations. 
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5.2.3  TLOF Circuit Communications 
 
5.2.3.1 Pilots are to call prior to entering and vacating the TLOF circuit area, and 

prior to each take off, with the phrase “lifting” 
 
5.2.3.2 Once established in the TLOF circuit area a helicopter should make the 

same calls as those required of aircraft in the normal circuit.  At all times 
a listening watch shall be maintained on 118.1 

 

5.2.4  Centre Grass Area 
 
5.2.4.1 Fixed wing aircraft taxiing, holding and carrying out pre-flight and run-up 

checks in the centre grass area are to exercise extra caution if the TLOF 
is in use. 

 

5.2.5 Helicopters Operating Whitford Forest 
 
5.2.5.1 Helicopters operating in the Whitford forest area should notify Ardmore 

Unicom during hours of operation. 
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6.0 COMMUNICATIONS 

6.1 GENERAL 
 

6.1.1 LISTEN OUT before transmitting!  Listen not just for a gap in transmissions but 
also to the nature of the previous transmission, so as not to interrupt a pilot’s 
conversation relating to an aircraft’s current position etc. 

 
6.1.2 If two stations inadvertently transmit simultaneously, UNICOM or another pilot will 

respond with the phrase “two at once”; airborne traffic have priority and should 
reply first.  Pilots requesting a radio check should standby and allow the other 
pilot to repeat first.  Note: to avoid a second crossed transmission, UNICOM will 
often suggest to a particular station to “say again first”. 

 
6.1.3 Pilots should speak clearly using standard RTF phraseology; a mumbled or 

rapidly spoken transmission will frequently tie up the frequency longer due to 
requests from other pilots or UNICOM seeking clarification of what was said.  
Many foreign pilots with English as a second language fly at Ardmore; Kiwi pilots 
often tend to speak very quickly making their transmissions difficult to 
understand. 

 
6.1.4 Listen for the AFRU (beep-back) response on 118.1MHz after initial line up and 

initial joining call to verify that your radio is in fact transmitting on 118.1.  A 
transmission of at least 4 seconds is required to trigger a beep response. 

 
6.1.5 Position reports need to be accurate, giving your position relative to a visual 

reporting point.  e.g. Stating your position as “abeam the Waterworks” means 
you could be anywhere; reporting “2 miles north-east Waterworks” tells other 
pilots where you are. 

 
6.1.6 Stating “Ardmore Traffic” at both the beginning and end of a transmission is not 

recommended.  Broadcasting the aerodrome designation twice applies to 
unattended aerodromes using the 119.1MHz frequency. 

 

6.1.7 Aircraft which have a radio failure should squawk 7600 if transponder equipped 
and join overhead.  Transmit blind.  If already in the circuit, remain in the circuit 
and land full-stop.  Re-select transponder code to 1200, or designated code, 
promptly once clear of the runway. 

6.2 COMMUNICATION REQUIREMENTS  
 
6.2.1 No person shall operate an aircraft in the Ardmore MBZ without the aircraft being 

equipped with an operating two-way radio that is capable of communication on 
118.1 MHz, except that a pilot experiencing radio failure in flight may proceed to 
Ardmore for landing for that flight only. 

 
6.2.2 Nordo aircraft wishing to depart the Ardmore MBZ may do so if they arrange, 

prior to take-off, for the appropriate radio calls to be made on their behalf by an 
another aircraft and advise UNICOM by telephone of their intentions.  
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6.3 UNATTENDED OPERATIONS 
 
6.3.1 Prior to take off: 

 

• Ascertain the runway in use prior to commencement of taxiing 

• Radio check on base frequency where possible 

• Listen out before transmitting at all times 

• Do not call taxiing unless there is a possible conflict 
• Broadcast call-sign and intentions prior to entering active runway 

• Do not line up until ready for immediate take off 
• Allow sufficient time for landing aircraft to vacate the runway 
• Broadcast call-sign and “taking off’ immediately prior to take off.  Listen 

for ‘Beep Back’  to confirm transmission sent 

• Do not call airborne unless there is a possible conflict 
• Ensure that take off and climb does not conflict with aircraft crossing 

upwind threshold from an overhead rejoin at 1100ft AMSL 

• Aircraft not conforming to circuit direction must track runway heading to 
1,100 ft AMSL prior to commencing turn to effect separation from TLOF 
or other joining traffic. 

• Broadcast call-sign and intentions when vacating the circuit via the 
downwind leg  

 
6.3.2 In the circuit: 
 

• Broadcast call-sign, position, altitude and intentions when arriving 
overhead 

• Aircraft joining overhead are to cross the upwind threshold of the active 

runway or join the crosswind leg for sequencing.  If circuit is congested, 
turn back onto non-traffic side and re-sequence 

• Broadcast call-sign, position, altitude (unless at 1100ft) and intentions 

when commencing the downwind leg prior to the upwind threshold.  
“Late downwind” should be called if the call is made past the upwind 
threshold 

• Do not call base leg unless there is a possible conflict 
• Broadcast call-sign, position, and intentions establishing on final 

approach for the seal or grass runway 
• Broadcast call-sign and intentions after landing, if not vacating the 

runway at the first available exit. 
 

6.3.3 Joining the circuit: 
 

• Ascertain the runway in use (use AWIB when UNICOM is on watch) 

• Broadcast call-sign, position relative to a visual reporting point, altitude 
and intentions prior to entering Ardmore airspace. 

• Right base join for Rwy 21 only east of Clevedon 

• Helicopters from the North to join via the Northern Sector for the Northern 
Aiming Point 
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6.4  UNICOM OPERATIONS 
 
6.4.1 The following services are available from Ardmore Unicom 118.1 MHz between 

the hours of 0800 and 1800: 
 

• Aerodrome and Weather Information Broadcast (AWIB) which is updated 
every 60 seconds.  Note AWIB also broadcasts general information such 
as runway in use, airport serviceability and airspace use e.g.: G276 – 
Hunua General Aviation Area. 

 

• Specific weather information and advice of significant changes in airport 
weather conditions. 

 

• General information on aerodrome traffic when requested. 
 

• Automatic or manual confirmation of radio frequency and equipment 
serviceability by Frequency Response Unit (AFRU or ‘Beep Back’), or 
voice response.   

 

• Positive and timely activation of emergency services. 
 

• Guidance for pilots who are unfamiliar with the airport. 
 

• Arranging for refuelling on request. 
 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE: 

It remains the pilot's responsibility for any actions taken as a result of the 
information provided by Unicom Operators. 
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7.0 MISCELLANEOUS OPERATIONS 
 

7.1 HUNUA GENERATIONAL AVIATION AREA NZG276 
 
 
7.1.1 The Hunua General Aviation Area is dynamic use airspace from 3500-4500ft above 

the northern sector of the Ardmore General Aviation Area from the southern edge of 
the Ardmore MBZ to an approximate line joining: Wairoa Reservoir; a point 1nm 

south of Bombay and Buckland.  It is not available when Runway 05 is in use at 
Auckland International or Ardmore is unattended. 

 

7.1.2 Requests to open the area should be made to Christchurch Information on 118.5 
MHz; or, by telephone to the National Briefing Office.  Once activation is approved by 
Auckland Centre they will advise AR Unicom for promulgation on the AWIB. 

 
7.1.3 The cloud base as observed by AR Unicom and reported to AA Centre must be equal 

to or better than 6 ocktas at or above 4000ft AMSL. 
  

7.1.4 Aircraft using the area must listen out on, and make entry and exit reports to, 
Christchurch Information on 118.5 MHz. Note that gliders using the area will be on 
frequency 134.45 MHz. 

 
 

7.2 STERILE DISPERSAL AREA 
 
 
7.2.1 There is a sterile dispersal area for the isolation of aircraft, either subject to unlawful 

interference or considered to be a danger.  It is located at the mid-point of taxiway 
Juliet, between taxiways Kilo and Lima. 

 
 

7.3 HOLDING DISTANCES 
 
7.3.1 The painted Holding Points on the sealed taxiways are 45m from the centreline of the 

sealed runway. These holding points provide side clearance by day and night for 
aircraft with a wingspan of less than 24m.  

 

NOTE: This does not provide separation during DC3 operations as this aircraft 
has a wingspan of 29m. Pilots are responsible for providing their own lateral 
clearance. 
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7.4 RUNWAY LIGHTING 
 
7.4.1 RWY 03/21 is lit full length either side by omni-directional white lights with an 

average spacing of 55m, except that the lights between the beginning of the runway 
and the displaced threshold at each end are bi-directional red/white showing red in 
the direction of approach. 

 
7.4.2 There are eight runway end lights. The outer pair coincide with the runway edge 

lights in the displaced threshold area and are therefore omni-directional red. The 
remaining reds are unidirectional red towards an aircraft taking off. 

 
7.4.3 Displaced threshold lights are located at each end of the runway consisting of a 

wingbar of three uni-directional green lights on each side of the runway facing the 
direction of approach. 

 
7.4.4 Taxiway holding points at ‘A’ and ‘G’ are marked by unidirectional orange lights 

each side of the taxiway showing away from the runway. 
 
7.4.5 The runway centreline is marked by bi-directional white reflectors. Taxiway 

centreline green reflectors are at ‘A’, the Southern TWY entrances, and lead-in to 
taxiway 'G' from RWY 21 and also to ‘K’. 

 
7.4.6 RWY 03/21 is equipped with a standard APAPI system. Both ends operate when it 

is active. 
 
7.4.7 A portable lighting system may be used for night flying in TLOFs. It should consist 

of Omni directional white lights in a ‘T’ shape pointing into wind. 
 

7.5 AIRCRAFT PARKING 
 
7.5.1 Overnight parking with tie down facility is available for itinerant aircraft in the area 

designated in the AIP Ardmore Ground Movements chart. Contact Ardmore Airport 
Ltd (Ph: 09-298-9544 or Fax: 09-298-6213) for fee structure. 

 
7.5.2 Taxiways are to be kept clear at all times - no parking permitted. 
 
7.5.3 All apron areas and access ways to hangars and fuel installations are to be kept clear 

at all times. 
 

7.6 AVIATION EVENTS & DISPLAYS 
 
7.6.1 Aviation Events are as defined in Civil Aviation Rule Part 1, are subject to the 

approval of the Ardmore Airport Authority, and shall comply with Civil Aviation Rule 
Part 91.703; or be conducted under the auspices of a specifically certificated 
organisation. 

 
7.6.2 Club competitions, dawn raids, fly-ins or Warbirds "Open Day" flying activities etc. are 

to be coordinated with the Ardmore Airport Authority and in consultation with all other 
airfield operational users. 
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7.7 MERCER MANDATORY BROADCAST ZONE (NZB269) 
 
7.7.1 The Mercer MBZ (NZB269) is described as: 
 
All that airspace bounded by a line joining 
S 37 13 06.7, E 175 06 56.1 (Mangatawhiri); 
S 37 16 36.5, E 175 10 03.1 (cableway road end); 
S 37 18 42.1, E 175 10 02.5 (Island Block Road and Coalfields Road intersection); 
S 37 20 06.7, E 175 07 07.7;  
a line following the Whangamarino River from 
S 37 20 06.7, E 175 07 07.7 to 
S 37 18 20.8, E 175 05 12.6 (cableway road bridge); 
a line joining 
S 37 18 20.8, E 175 05 12.6; 
S 37 13 27.4, E 175 02 20.8; 
a line following Mangatangi Road from 
S 37 13 27.4, E 175 02 20.8 to 
S 37 13 06.7, E 175 06 56.1. 

 
 

 Upper limit: 4,500 ft AMSL. 

 Lower limit: Surface. 

 Active :  Active daylight hours 

 Frequency: 133.05 MHz (maximum reporting intervals of 10 minutes)  
“Mercer traffic”. 

 Effective:  from 0511231100. 
 
7.7.2 Mercer MBZ was established following consultation with Ardmore and Mercer 

operators due to extensive aircraft training activities in the area including: 

• Extensive aerobatic operations; including high performance competition aerobatic 
aircraft, particularly in the area commonly known as Pokeno paddocks through to 
Mangatawhiri, between 500ft to 4500ft AMSL 

• Extensive Warbirds aerobatic operations; including formation aerobatics, between 
500ft to 4500ft AMSL, particularly in the southern section of the MBZ over the 
Meremere swamp area in the vicinity of the cableway 

• General training including practice forced landing exercise particularly in the 
Pokeno paddocks area 

• Extensive aircraft operating in/out of Mercer airfield 

• Danger area D222 centred on Mercer airfield; extensive parachute drop 
exercises; PLA P232 refer section 2.15 

• Aircraft operating in and out of Kelly Field airfield,  located at S 37 15 30.0, E 175 
04 20.0 (approx 2nm west of Mercer airfield)  

Kelly Field is a private airfield not currently shown on the chart and is not 
recommended for general use due to significant terrain obstacles on the 
approach and take off flight paths.  

Kelly Field is not recommended for simulated forced landing practice.  
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Pilots tracking north/south in the vicinity of State Highway 1 west of Mercer 
should maintain a lookout for aircraft operating in the Kelly Field traffic circuit, 
which may extend slightly west of the Mercer MBZ western boundary.     

7.8 RESTRICTED AREA M200 PAPAKURA 
 
7.8.1 This Army operations area on the southern edge of the Ardmore airspace is 

permanently active, surface up to 1700ft AMSL. 
 

7.9 VFR GENERAL OPERATIONS 
 
7.9.1 Aircraft wishing to fly a scenic route over Auckland city and intending to enter the AA 

CTR are encouraged to use a circular route as follows: 
 

• RWY 03 in use at Ardmore - track north via east of Brookby, remaining clear of 
the AA CTR and then south via overhead Auckland airport (requires an ATC 
clearance from AA TWR freq. 118.7 MHz). 

 

• RWY 21 in use at Ardmore - track to Karaka VRP remaining clear of controlled 
airspace, track north via the AA CTR and overhead Auckland airport (requires a 
clearance from AA TWR freq. 118.7 MHz), and south via east of Brookby 
remaining clear of the AA CTR. 

 
7.9.2 All VFR flights between Ardmore and Auckland shall squawk 1200 or their assigned 

code. 
 
 

7.10 REFUELLING 
 
7.10.1  Refuelling of aircraft and helicopters is to conform to CAA requirements. 
 

7.10.2   Helicopter refuelling 
 
7.10.2.1 Pilots are reminded that refuelling with the engine running is only permitted 

when using AVTUR and all passengers are disembarked, or as otherwise 
permitted in the Operator’s Operations Manual;. 

 
7.10.2.2 Helicopters operating to and from refuelling points are to exercise caution by 

not hovering over fuel pumps or within the vicinity of fixed wing aircraft. 
 

7.10.3   Into Plane (Tanker) Refuelling. 
 
7.10.3.1 Into Plane refuelling may only be carried out by an into plane refueller 

licensed by Ardmore Airport Limited. 
 
7.10.3.1 Refuelling tankers are categorised by weight: 

• Type A: TARE weight less than 4200kgs 

• Type B: TARE weight greater than 4200ks and less than 6600kgs. 
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7.10.3.2 Per attached map (Appendix B), access for tankers is by colour code as 
follows: 

• Blue Roads and tenant’s sites Type A & B 

• Yellow Special ROW rules  Type A & B 

• Pink Restricted   Type A only  
(without dispensation) 

• Green No Access   No tanker access 
 
Access to area adjacent to Unicom Tower is restricted to servicing the DC3.  
Permission must be sought from Ardmore Airport Ltd for fuelling of any other 
aircraft. 

 
7.10.3.3 Access to Airfield Road sites will be either from Airfield Road or via a marked 

route along taxiway Juliet.  This route will exit on Corsair Lane and transit the 
area leased by Shell (Part Lot 300) through automated access gates. 

 
7.10.3.4 Requirement for dispensation for occasional access by Type B refuelling 

tankers onto the restricted area is acknowledged, and approval will not 
unreasonably be withheld, provided requests are made in a timely manner. 

 
7.10.4 All operators are reminded that they are required to properly dispose of waste 

oil or fuel in an approved manner, and not cause any discharge of these or 
other environmentally damaging products into the subsoil. 
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8.0 METEOROLOGY 
 

8.1 AERODROME AND WEATHER INFORMATION BROADCAST 
 
 
8.1.1 Ardmore AWIB transmits on 121.0 MHz 
 
8.1.2 The information currently transmitted consists of the following: 
 

• Surface wind (speed and direction) including gusts 

• Cross wind component when Unicom is on watch (above 15kts). 

• Temperature 

• AMSL 

• Dew point 

• Operational information when Unicom is on watch. 
 

8.2  LOCAL WEATHER TENDENCIES 
 
8.2.1 The Ardmore/Clevedon valley is prone to fog during autumn and winter months which 

can be persistent at times. 
 
8.2.2 Cooling of sinking air from surrounding valleys will produce cooler still air 

temperatures than other parts of coastal Auckland.  Quite severe frosts and some 
icing can occur during winter. 

 
8.2.3 Winds are predominantly easterly or westerly along the valley.  On warmer days a 

significant easterly sea breeze effect can occur which, when coupled with a light to 
moderate westerly gradient wind, can create quite strong changeable winds requiring 
a number of runway changes during the course of the day as temperatures rise and 
fall. 

 
8.2.4 Strong winds from any direction across the valley will often produce significant 

turbulence off the surrounding hills. 
 
8.2.5 Westerly frontal weather will often produce sudden and frequent wind squalls 

associated with CB and line front activity which are sometimes intensified by the 
valley effect. 

 
8.2.6 Moist northerly and south easterly weather will generally produce the most persistent 

lowest cloud and visibility conditions as weather piles up on the surrounding higher 
ground. 

 
8.2.7 Pilots should be aware of afternoon ‘sun-strike’ when joining from the east and on 

final for RWYs 21 and grass 25. 
 

• In afternoons, avoid Left Base join for RWYs 21and grass 25 when sun-strike 
exists – join overhead 

• In mornings, RWY 21 is preferred to runway to avoid sun-strike in light wind 
conditions 
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8.2.8 VFR aircraft must give way to IFR aircraft established on the GPS approach.  Keep 

an active listening watch for IFR traffic on approach during bad weather. Refer 2.8.1 
GPS approach procedure 

 
8.2.9 Common routes exist in bad weather conditions: 
 

• Clevedon Valley when the cloud is down on the Whitford hills and Hunua ranges 

• When the direct route south from Ardmore is closed, aircraft can transit to and 
from the West Coast via the Waikato Heads and Drury (See AIPNZ - NZAR 
AD2), or via the Manukau Heads, Auckland CTR and McLaughlans Mountain. 

• A reasonable bad weather route exists from Mangatawhiri via Paparimu and 
Hunua 
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9.0 BIRD HAZARDS 
 

9.1 BIRD TYPES 
 
9.1.1 The presence of birds on the runways at Ardmore is a constant problem, particularly 

at certain times of the year.  The Spur-Winged Plover is the biggest problem and is 
becoming increasingly difficult to minimise at most airports throughout the country.  
Ducks are present for most of the year but are more prevalent during May.  Large 
sea birds such as Gulls can also be a problem during periods of particularly windy or 
stormy weather. 

 

9.2 MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
 
9.2.1 The Airport Company conducts a regular program of Wildlife Hazard Management, 

which involves the scaring and shooting of any nuisance species of bird under a 
certificate of authorisation from the Department of Conservation. 

 

9.3 PILOT RESPONSIBILITY 
 
9.3.1 A bird hazard cautionary note is published in AIPNZ - NZAR AD2 (ARDMORE 

Aerodrome (2)). While Ardmore Airport Company makes every endeavour to 
minimise the bird hazard through the program above, it remains a pilot responsibility 
to decide whether to take-off or land with birds present. 

 
9.3.2 At the pilot’s request the Airport Company will attempt to remove a specific bird 

hazard prior to the aircraft movement.  Such request is to be made via Unicom during 
their hours of watch. 

 
 
 

NOTE: 
Ardmore Airport Limited does not accept liability for any damage incurred 

 to an aircraft, or any consequential effect as a result of a bird strike. 
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10.0  AERODROME INSPECTIONS 

10.1 DAILY AND ANNUAL INSPECTION CHECKLISTS 
 
10.1.1 Daily and annual inspections shall be carried out by Ardmore Airport in accordance 

with the checklist in Appendix 3.1 and 3.2. In addition, although Ardmore Airport is a 
non-certificated airport, reference should be made to the following CAA Advisory 
Circulars: 

 

• AC 139-03A - Aerodrome inspection programme and condition reporting 

• AC 139-07 - Aerodrome Design – Aeroplanes at or below 5700kg MCTOW;  

• AC 139-08 - Aerodrome Design – Heliports 

• AC 139-09A - Notification of Aerodrome Data and Information 

• AC 139-10 - Control of Obstacles 
 
10.2.1 The checklist section on Obstacle Surfaces shall only be checked off following a 

gradient check carried out by a registered surveyor in accordance with the following 
publications: 

 

• AC 139-07 - Aerodrome Design – Aeroplanes at or below 5700kg MCTOW 

• AC 139-09A - Notification of Aerodrome Data and Information 

• The District Plan (Designation 222 - Ardmore Aerodrome) 
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11.0 AERODROME EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 
 
 

11.1 REFERENCE 
 
Detailed Ardmore Airport emergency procedures are contained in the Ardmore Airport 
Emergency Plan document.  This document is available for download on the airport web site: 
www.ardair.co.nz.  The Ardmore Airport Emergency Plan contains emergency response plans 
for: 

• Ardmore Airport Authority 

• Ardmore UNICOM 

• NZ Fire Service 

• NZ Police 

• St Johns Ambulance Service 
 
 

11.2 AIRPORT EMERGENCY PROCEDURES SUMMARY 
 

The following is a summary of the Airport emergency procedures 
 
11.2.1 Ardmore UNICOM is responsible for activating the Ardmore Airport Emergency Plan 

during UNICOM hours of watch.  
 
11.2.2 In the event of an emergency UNICOM will advise traffic, and will very likely close the 

airport (temporarily) if an incident has occurred within the airport boundary.  
 
11.2.3 Aircraft on final should go around and remain in the circuit, aircraft at the holding point 

should hold.  Avoid landing or taxiing in the vicinity of an incident scene and remain 
clear of taxiways & runways which may be used by emergency vehicles for access, and 
shut down. 

 
Caution: a number of vehicles and persons on foot will enter operational areas and 
runways to attend to an incident. Pilots need to exercise extreme care when taxiing; if in 
doubt, stop and shut your aircraft engine/s down and maintain a listening watch on 
118.1MHz. 

 
11.2.4 Ardmore does not have standby Rescue Fire, therefore UNICOM will activate the crash 

alarm indicating that they need emergency assistance.  A minimum of two Flight 
Instructors should proceed to the tower and report to UNICOM for a briefing.  Instructors 
from either Heliflight or Ardmore Flying School will normally fill this role. 

 
11.2.5 UNICOM will promptly notify NZ Fire Service, who under normal circumstances will take 

approximately 8 -10 minutes to arrive. 
 
11.2.6 The base of the tower is the official rendezvous point for Emergency Services. Once 

briefed by the duty UNICOM operator one instructor is to don a day-glo orange vest, 
collect a hand-held radio provided by UNICOM, and take position at the base of the 
tower acting as “Liaison Officer”.  Place the two Fire extinguishers (located inside the 
tower at the bottom of the stairs) outside ready for use.  Call UNICOM and confirm the 
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operational area is closed prior to directing emergency service vehicles, via sealed 
taxiways/runways, to the incident scene as they arrive.  Note: the radio must remain at 
the base of the tower throughout the emergency. 

 
11.2.7 The second (preferably senior) instructor is to assume the role of interim Incident 

Controller; collect a hand-held radio and don the Incident Controller vest provided by 
UNICOM.  If possible uplift one of the fire extinguishers and proceed to the incident 
scene, preferably by motor vehicle. 

 
11.2.8 The interim Incident Controller’s role is primarily to provide a communications link 

between UNICOM and personnel at the scene.  Secondly, to delegate persons arriving 
to look after passengers and crew, administer First Aid, and secure the scene until the 
arrival of Emergency Services, who will then take over. 

 
11.2.9 The role of Incident Controller should be handed over to the senior Fire or Police officer 

in charge.  The removable Incident Controller label should be removed from the vest, or 
hand the labelled vest over to person taking control.  Stay with this person and continue 
to provide a communications link with UNICOM.  Ensure emergency personnel are kept 
well clear of any operational areas which may be in use, e.g. aircraft may be landing on 
an adjacent grass runway. 

 
11.2.10 Additional Fire Extinguishers are located in a cabinet outside the Tower, under the 

stairs. 
 
11.2.11 Prior to reopening a runway following an incident, an inspection of the affected runway 

and operational area is to be conducted by the Airport Authority. 
 
11.2.12 In the event of an airborne aircraft declaring an emergency or requesting a priority 

landing, traffic should give way and/or go around if necessary. 
 
11.2.13 Flight Instructors should ensure pre-solo students are appropriately briefed regarding 

airport procedures and considerations should an emergency occur. In particular, 
students should be briefed on the options available should the airport be closed for an 
extended period of time. 

 
 
 

11.3 UNATTENDED EMERGENCY PROCEDURES  
(Outside UNICOM hours of watch) 
 
11.3.1 First person to become aware of an incident or accident: 

 
Phone 111 and ask for the Fire Service. 
 
State: 
a) Ardmore Airport 
b) Accident location 
c) Accident details 
d) Contact Airport Authority 298 9544 
 
If possible, monitor 118.1MHz and advise circuit of any runway obstruction/hazard. If 
necessary close the runway. 
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Where possible assume the role of Incident Controller.  All emergency services will 
come to the base of the tower.  Ensure there is an appropriately briefed person there to 
direct them. 
 
Keep the accident site clear of unauthorised persons until emergency services arrive. 
 
If the runway is to remain closed overnight, arrange with the Airport Authority for the Pilot 
Activated Lighting (PAL) system to be de-activated 
 
With the exception of doing what is necessary to preserve life, responsibility for removing 
the aircraft lies with the owner/operator. 

 
 
 

NOTE: 
Prior to any aircraft or debris being moved or removed from the crash site, 

permission shall be sought from the CAA (Ph 0508-222433). 
 
 

11.4 AIRCRAFT UNDERCARRIAGE EMERGENCIES 
 
11.4.1 Ardmore Airport does not have standby Rescue Fire, therefore it is the Airport Authority’s 

policy that an aircraft with an unsafe undercarriage indication, i.e. does not have three 
greens, should not land until Emergency Services are in position on the airfield; with the 
exception that low fuel endurance, deteriorating weather or other factors may force the 
pilot to land without delay. The pilot should advise UNICOM of the nature of the problem 
and their intentions. If the pilot wishes to land at Ardmore, UNICOM will declare a Full 
Emergency phase to NZ Fire Service. The pilot is encouraged to hold overhead the 
airfield until Fire Service gives the go ahead to land. Alternatively, the pilot may consider 
diverting to Auckland International Airport, or Whenuapai if they are on watch. 
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APPENDICES 
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APPENDIX 4 ARDMORE MBZ – NZB272 CHART 
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APPENDIX 1 AIRFIELD LAYOUT 
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APPENDIX 2 INTO PLANE REFUELLING ACCESS AREAS 
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APPENDIX 3.1 AERODROME DAILY INSPECTION CHECKLIST 

Daily Inspection Sheet Please annotate the deficiency and action on the day and get a new sheet to complete the week if it takes up too much space

Date
Month : Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Action

Time
Pavements
Runways

Taxiways

Aprons

Grass
Runways

Maneuvring Areas

Safety Areas

Lighting
Runway

APAPI's 

Holding Points

Miscellaneous
Awib

Windsocks

Fences

Gates

Who  
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APPENDIX 3.2 AERODROME ANNUAL INSPECTION CHECKLIST 
 
ARDMORE AERODROME  NZAR 

 
Operator: Ardmore Airport Ltd Date: ____________________ 

  Aerodrome Data  Taxiways   

Y N Operator name, address and contact  Width with edges defined Y N 
Y N Lighting correctly described  Surface without irregularities Y N 
Y N Facilities correctly described  Holding points clear of r/w strip edge Y N 
Y N Declared distances correct  Runway/Taxiway Markings   
Y N Nominated person familiar with criteria  Runway painted white in good Y N 
Y N Data confirmed annually  Centre line (R/W 18m or wider) Y N 
  Aerodrome Plate  Threshold/designators/centerline correct Y N 
Y N Windsocks shown correctly  Displaced threshold marked Y N 
Y N Runways and strips depicted correctly  Taxiway markings yellow in good Y N 
Y N Taxiways shown  Apron markings yellow in good Y N 
Y N Facilities identified (a/c parking etc)  Markers   
Y N Reference point coordinates correct  In good condition, lightweight and Y N 
  Runway  Free of vegetation and clearly visible  Y N 
Y N Width   Displaced threshold marked Y N 
Y N Starter Extension  General   
Y N Sufficient strength, no surface irregularities  Perimeter fences in good condition Y N 
Y N Longitudinal and Transverse Slope  Public access restrictions Y N 
Y N Line of sight over half runway length  1 windsock day, 2 night or inst >800m Y N 
Y N Grass length <100 mm  Apron area clear of strip Y N 
Y N Free of loose chip, cracks, weed growth  Lighting   
Y N Edge of runway defined (mowing, markers)  All lights working Y N 
  Strip  Runway edge white, end red, thresholds Y N 
Y N Width  Displaced threshold wing bars Y N 
Y N Distance from runway end   Taxiway edge blue/centerline green Y N 
Y N Sufficient strength, no irregularities, ditches  All lights clear of vegetation Y N 
Y N Grass length <800 mm  Windsock lit Y N 
Y N Free of fixed obstructions  Obstacle surfaces   
Y N Edge of strip defined (fences or markers)  Obstruction free 1:20 day, 1:40 Y N 
    Checked annually  Y N 
Y N Acceptable Y N Not acceptable  Side surfaces 1:4 to 2m (1:5 to 10m Y N 
Y N Not applicable  Obstacles marked and/or lit Y N 

REMARKS 
.............................................................................................................................................................................................  
.............................................................................................................................................................................................  
.............................................................................................................................................................................................  
.............................................................................................................................................................................................  
___________________________________ _______________________________________ 
Inspected by: Signature 
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APPENDIX 4 ARDMORE MBZ - NZB272 CHART 
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